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NEW GLOBAL COMMITMENT REPORT  
REVEALS PROGRESS TOWARDS  
ELIMINATING PLASTIC POLLUTION
• Ellen MacArthur Foundation and UN Environment Programme publish first annual New Plastics 

Economy Global Commitment progress report

• Companies set out actions to eliminate problematic plastic packaging, and increase the use of 
recycled plastic in packaging by more than five-fold by 2025 

• Unilever, Mars, Incorporated, and PepsiCo announce significant reductions in virgin plastic use  
by 2025

• Ellen MacArthur Foundation and UN Environment Programme call for more businesses and 
governments to sign the commitment and for more action to move beyond recycling and the 
elimination of the most problematic packaging

THURSDAY, 24 OCTOBER 2019
The scale of global efforts to prevent plastic pollution has been revealed in a new report published by the 
Ellen MacArthur Foundation, in collaboration with the UN Environment Programme. It comes 12 months 
after the launch of the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment, which set out a circular economy 
vision for plastic.

Launched in October 2018, the Global Commitment now has over 400 organisations committed to 
eliminating problematic and unnecessary plastic packaging, and  innovating so that all plastic packaging 
is 100% reusable, recyclable, or compostable, and can be safely and easily circulated without becoming 
waste or pollution.

Promising early progress

This report provides an unprecedented level of transparency on how almost 200 businesses and 
governments are changing their plastic production and use to achieve this. It shows promising  
early progress.

Unilever has announced it will reduce its use of virgin plastic in packaging by 50% and Mars, Incorporated 
said it will make virgin plastic reductions of 25% by 2025. PepsiCo aims to reduce the use of virgin plastic 
in its beverage business by 20% by 2025. These are absolute terms reductions against today’s volumes.

Some of the most commonly identified problematic plastic items and materials are being eliminated at 
scale. For example, around 70% of relevant business signatories are eliminating single-use straws, carrier 
bags and carbon black plastics, and around 80% are eliminating PVC from their packaging.

Government signatories such as France, Rwanda, the UK, and the cities of São Paulo (Brazil) and Austin 
(USA), to name a few, are among those putting in place a diverse set of policy measures that go beyond 
bans, and include public procurement and extended producer responsibility (EPR) schemes, awareness 
campaigns, fiscal measures, and incentives for research and development. 

Analysis carried out for the report shows that on average around 60% of business signatories’ plastic 
packaging is reusable, recyclable or compostable today. Through the Global Commitment they have 
committed to make this 100% by 2025. 
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Packaged goods and retail signatories have pledged to increase recycled plastic in their packaging more 
than five-fold, from 4% to 22%, by 2025. The signatories’ total demand for recycled content in packaging 
by 2025 will be more than 5 million tonnes annually, equivalent to keeping 25 million barrels of oil in the 
ground every year.

Significant investments are being made to achieve these targets. Leading plastics producer Indorama 
Ventures has pledged to invest USD 1.5 billion towards achieving its target of producing at least 
750,000 tonnes of recycled PET per annum by 2025. The UK Government is mobilising approximately 
GBP 3 billion towards improving local collection and recycling infrastructure and packaging innovation 
through public-private finance initiatives. In addition, recycling companies that have signed the Global 
Commitment have committed to collectively quadruple the amount of recycled plastics they produce  
by 2025. 

Sander Defruyt, New Plastics Economy lead at the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, said: 
“Around the world people are calling for businesses and governments to take action to stop plastic 
pollution. Leading businesses and governments stepped forward by signing the Global Commitment 
and we can now see promising early progress. This includes major commitments to reduce the use of 
virgin plastic, the introduction of reuse pilot projects, and unprecedented demand for recycled plastic 
in packaging. But there is a long way to go and it is crucial those efforts are accelerated and scaled, and 
more businesses and governments take action to eliminate plastic pollution at the source.”

More elimination and reuse needed

To tackle plastic waste and pollution we must move beyond recycling and the elimination of only the 
most commonly identified problematic packaging. Through innovation, product and supply chain 
redesign, and new reuse business models, companies can reduce their plastic packaging use, while 
unlocking new economic opportunities.

For example more than 40 signatory companies are piloting reuse schemes. Today however, less than 
3% of plastic packaging in the signatory group is reusable, indicating a significant but underexplored 
opportunity. Analysis by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation has shown that replacing just 20% of single-
use plastic packaging with reusable alternatives offers an opportunity worth at least USD 10 billion. 
Government signatories are supporting reuse schemes with public awareness campaigns, extended 
producer responsibility or public-private collaborations.

Major investment, innovation, and transformation programmes need to be developed, and more 
businesses and governments are urged to join the Global Commitment to ensure impact can be made  
at scale.

UN Environment Programme Executive Director, Inger Andersen, said: 
“Addressing plastic pollution requires a fundamental system shift, from a linear to a circular economy 
for plastic, which is at the core of the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment. The 2019 Progress 
Report shows how leading businesses and governments are taking actions in such a systemic way, thus 
demonstrating this makes business and political sense. The benefits represent a huge opportunity, and 
the concerted approach leaves no excuses not to act. We need all actors to work together in the plastic 
pollution crisis: UN Environment Programme calls on all relevant businesses and governments to join 
the Global Commitment to fight against plastic pollution as part of the implementation plan ‘Towards a 
pollution-free planet’.”
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The New Plastics Economy will publish the next Global Commitment progress report in Autumn 2020, 
and every year following up to 2025. 

For more information or to request an interview, please contact:

Erildas Budraitis 
+442074133750 
Erildas.budraitis@hkstrategies.com

NOTES TO EDITOR 

ABOUT THE NEW PLASTICS ECONOMY 

Over the past four years, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s New Plastics Economy initiative has rallied 
businesses and governments behind a positive vision of a circular economy for plastics. Its 2016 and 2017 
New Plastics Economy reports captured worldwide headlines, revealing the financial and environmental 
costs of waste plastic and pollution. The initiative is supported by Wendy Schmidt as Lead Philanthropic 
Partner, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), and Oak Foundation as Philanthropic Funders. Amcor, 
Borealis, The Coca-Cola Company, Danone, L’Oréal, MARS, Nestlé, Novamont, PepsiCo, Unilever, Veolia 
and Walmart are the initiative’s Core Partners.

Further information: newplasticseconomy.org | @circulareconomy

ABOUT THE NEW PLASTICS ECONOMY GLOBAL COMMITMENT 

At the heart of the Global Commitment is a vision of a circular economy for plastic, where plastics never 
become waste. Each signatory formally endorses the vision and the need to work towards achieving it.  

It is defined by six key points: 

• Elimination of problematic or unnecessary plastic packaging through redesign, innovation, and new 
delivery models is a priority 

• Reuse models are applied where relevant, reducing the need for single-use packaging 

• All plastic packaging is 100% reusable, recyclable, or compostable 

• All plastic packaging is reused, recycled, or composted in practice 

• The use of plastic is fully decoupled from the consumption of finite resources 

• All plastic packaging is free of hazardous chemicals, and the health, safety, and rights of all people 
involved are respected 

Read the entire vision: newplasticseconomy.org/assets/doc/npec-vision.pdf

mailto:Erildas.budraitis%40hkstrategies.com?subject=
http://newplasticseconomy.org
https://twitter.com/circulareconomy
http://newplasticseconomy.org/assets/doc/npec-vision.pdf
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ABOUT THE ELLEN MACARTHUR FOUNDATION

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was launched in 2010 with the aim of accelerating the transition to the 
circular economy. Since its creation, the charity has emerged as a global thought leader, putting the 
circular economy on the agenda of decision-makers around the world. The charity’s work focuses on 
seven key areas: insight and analysis; business; institutions, governments, and cities; systemic initiatives; 
circular design; learning; and communications. With its Knowledge Partners (Arup, Dragon Rouge, 
IDEO, and SYSTEMIQ), the Foundation works to quantify the economic opportunity of a more circular 
model and to develop approaches for capturing its value. The Foundation collaborates with its Global 
Partners (BlackRock, Danone, DS Smith, Google, H&M Group, Intesa Sanpaolo, Philips, Renault, SC 
Johnson, Solvay, Unilever), Core Philanthropic Funders (The Eric and Wendy Schmidt Fund for Strategic 
Innovation, SUN, MAVA, players of People’s Postcode Lottery (GB)) and its CE100 network (businesses, 
universities, emerging innovators, governments, cities, affiliate organisations), to build capacity, explore 
collaboration opportunities and to develop circular business initiatives.

Further information: ellenmacarthurfoundation.org | @circulareconomy

ABOUT THE UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

The UN Environment Programme is the leading global voice on the global environment. It provides 
leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and 
enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future 
generations. The UN Environment Programme works with governments, the private sector, civil society 
and with other UN entities and international organisations across the world. 

Further information: unenvironment.org | @UNEnvironment

http://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org
https://twitter.com/circulareconomy
http://unenvironment.org
https://twitter.com/unenvironment

